






IMAGINE IF...

Walking into the Sloomoo Institute is like walking 
 into a fantasy land: an explosion of colors, 
textures, and friendly faces greeting you as you 
immerse yourself in the wondrous world of slime.  

One of the friendly, smiling faces you’ll see at 
Sloomoo’s Chicago location is Jonathan, a  
soft-spoken, laid back, and affable Slimetender. 
Jonathan provides an unmatched experience for 
guests visiting Sloomoo’s, making sure that both 
children and adults safely enjoy their experience.

Although you wouldn’t know it at first, Jonathan 
was diagnosed with autism as a young child.  
“I was kind of an antisocial kid,” Jonathan shares. 
As part of his involvement with Special Olympics 
Chicago, Jonathan was referred to Anixter Center 
so he could find meaningful employment.

Anixter worked with Jonathan to identify his skills 
and ideal work environment. Anixter’s partnership 
with the Sloomoo Institute was a perfect match for 
Jonathan, who effortlessly fits in with the inclusive, 
fun, and diverse culture at Sloomoo.

joy and purpose come together. 

“I love working there,” says Jonathan, “I hang  
out with the guests, help them create their own 
slime, and it’s a fun workplace.” Jonathan’s work 
not only gives him a sense of purpose, but it also 
provides him independence. After working at 
Sloomoo for several months, Jonathan was able 
to sign up for a credit card.

At the same time, it’s clear that Jonathan is an  
asset to the Sloomoo team. “We are committed  
to supporting all forms of diversity. We believe in  
the power of surrounding ourselves with people  
who offer different points of view. Celebrating 
differences fosters community, innovation, and 
a welcoming culture,” says Spenser Prelletz, 
General Manager of Sloomoo Institute Chicago. 
Sloomoo’s partnership with Anixter shows the magic 
that happens when inclusion and play join forces.

When imagining what his future has in store,  
Jonathan shares, “I hope I can have a house  
one day, and that I can use my money to help 
everybody else if they need it.”
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JONATHAN’s Story



For many of us, the Covid-19 pandemic tested  
the bounds of our mental health. For Tom, the 
Covid-19 pandemic exacerbated the symptoms  
he was already experiencing. Tom wasn’t  
‘broken enough’ to fit into the system to get  
supports, but he wasn’t functional enough  
to live independently, either. As the pandemic 
raged on, Tom — and his parents — began to lose 
hope. Tom was on the verge of homelessness 
and unable to hold a steady job. “We were at  
our wit’s end,” his mother, Valerie, shares. Not  
only were Tom and his family struggling to cope 
with his symptoms, they also faced the all-too- 
harsh stigma surrounding mental health. 

Unfortunately, this was part of a longstanding  
pattern that Tom and his family faced  
throughout his life: Tom’s life was spiraling out 
of control, desperately needing services but 
being unable to access them. Valerie even  
went back to school to become a therapist to  
try to support her son. Yet the issues persisted. 

stigma is erased.

It was during one of Valerie’s Continuing  
Education Units that one of the lecturers  
recommended Anixter Center as a resource  
for Tom and his family. After fighting for years  
to access services, Anixter opened the doors. 
Anixter’s clinical team provided a safe place for 
Tom to live while actively supporting his recovery 
and he found community and hope. His mother’s 
joy was palpable. “It was like a miracle!”

Tom’s stay at Anixter allowed him to shine and  
to focus on his goal: to live in his own apartment. 
The team at Anixter worked tirelessly to ensure 
that it happened by researching and referring 
him to affordable housing communities. 

Tom’s transformation is nothing short of  
incredible. Today, he has his own apartment  
that he loves, filled with mementos of family 
trips. Tom’s family is grateful to have their son 
back. “We don’t know if Tom would be alive  
today if it wasn’t for Anixter.”

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
         For Your Best Life.

Tom’s Story*
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*Name changed for anonymity
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Audited Financials
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 TOTAL REveNUE
 $20,142,416   

TOTAL EXPENSE 
$19,218,431

3%   Fundraising

8%    HUD Property Management

18%  Mental Health Services

17%  Management & General

25% Chicago Hearing Society

29% Disability Services

Sale of 2023 Clybourn Building    1% 

   Public Funding 67%

Private Pay   21%

Fundraising   5%

 Return On Investment    6%
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OUR IMPACT
 By The Numbers

Audiology patients: 1,911 

Number of interpreter services clients: 740 
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